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LINEAGE SOCIETIES, HEREDITARY SOCIETIES, FAMILY ASSOCIATIONS AND ONE-NAME SOCIETIES HANDOUTS
Some of the Benefits of Belonging to a Hereditary Society, Lineage Society or an Organization Requiring Members to Submit Documented Family History Data: 

I.  Preparing the application for such a society requires one to organize his/her

family history and to accumulate considerable reliable documentation regarding a specific person and life events.  Organizing family history data is beneficial.

II. The prestige of belonging to a respected society can benefit its members.  Depending upon the organization, members can be involved in the preservation of their nation’s history, in significant charitable work, and be volunteers active in  worthwhile efforts.  

III. Organizations can provide access to significant genealogical resources.  Some societies have extensive family history related libraries.  Some provide, for a fee, copies of application records that contain documented evidence pertaining to individuals and events.
IV. When members qualify to become a member of one of these organizations the family history information that is provided is a matter of record with a reliable and safe repository.  Therefore members’ family history is available for the benefit of future generations.

V.  Think for a moment of the special benefit you and your descendants may acquire when you join a Family DNA Project.  So many of us are now struggling to have persons who share or may share our DNA tested in order to help us with our genealogical research.  DNA that is on file with a responsible DNA lab can benefit lots of people in so many ways.


VI. Some of these “societies” publish books that contain member’s genealogies.   


Such books are of great benefit to families, historians and genealogists. 
Lineage Societies:  See The Hereditary Society Blue Book, Robert Davenport, Editor, 




The Historic Trust, Beverly Hills, CA; 8th edition, 2000.  You can 




view this book online: http://members.tripod.com/Historic_Trust/



society.htm. This is a 319 page publication that is out of print.

There is a copy at the Genealogy and Western History desk, 5th 

floor, DPL.  Ask for the book by name.  It lists societies chronologically according to the year of  their founding beginning with 1637 and “The Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts.”
See also:  Grahame Thomas Smallwood, Jr.’s chapter entitled “Tracking Through Hereditary and Lineage Organizations,” in The Source published by Ancestry, 1997.

There is a lesson about lineage societies on the web at:

http://www.genealogy.com/105/lesson7/course7_02.html
1783
Society of the Cincinnati: 3,200 members.
1826
Military Society of The War of 1812:  100 members.

1881
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War:  4,250 members.

1889
National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution:  (The S. A. R.)


26,000 members.  


http://www.sar.org/

1890
National Society Daughters of the American Revolution:  (The D. A. R.)



204,000 members.



http://www.dar.org 

1891
The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America:  15, 900

members.


1892
National Society United States Daughters of 1812:  4,700 members.

1894
General Society of the War of 1812:  1,500 members.


1894
United Daughters of the Confederacy:  35,000

1896
The Order of the Founders and Patriots of America:  unknown


http://www.founderspatriots.org/membership.htm


See the book: Meredith B. Colket, Founders of Early American Families, 


Oberlin, OH: The Society, 1875.

1897
General Society of Mayflower Descendants:  25,000 members.

1898
The Baronial Order of Magna Charta:  536 members.


1898
The National Society Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America:



Number of members unknown.


http://nsdfpa.org/

1901
The International Society Daughters of Utah Pioneers:  25,000 members.
1907
Descendants of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence:  879 



members.

1909
The National Society Magna Charter Dames:  12,780 members.


1912
Order of First Families of Virginia:  unknown

1933
Society of the Descendants of the Colonial Clergy:  1,400 members. 


1936
The Jamestowne Society:  4,450 members.

1991
Order of Descendants of Ancient Planters: unknown
The term “Ancient Planter” is applied to those persons who arrived in Virginia before 1616, remained for a period of three years,  paid their passage and survived the massacre of 1622.  They received the first patents of land in the new world as authorized by Sir Thomas Dale in 1618 for their personal adventure.

1996
Society of Descendants of the Alamo: unknown
Family Associations:



The Alden Kindred of America, Inc.



Soule Kindred (Descendants of George Soule, the Pilgrim)


The Governor William Bradford Compact


The Elder William Brewster Society


The Meriwether Society, Inc.



DNA Family Projects

The Guild of One-Name Studies

http://www.one-name.org/
Founders Societies

The Settlers and Builders of Ohio


Founding Families of the State of South Carolina

Family Reunions:


The Wyatt Family and Associated Families’ 102nd Reunion

The Johnston Family Reunion
Family Bulletins & Family Newspapers


Johnson/Johnston Family Newsletter

Clan Johnston/e in America

The Wiatt World Wyatt
